"i 


q 1 WY 10.0 —F 
"MAD'4M; - "2 


, Fa Y ” 6 - CL 434-0 «x, 
3 2A (4% 141 MA8F + i 3 4 


ret one re pl rn / 
Ss ua wk 226; 37 wy » OE , ag: uh x oh 6 box $ 
= E - Her Royal Highneſs |. It fo no as. 
- per mio N02 111 [Fo FE noL | 
xt din; 9229075 168 THE ont 2 aqengd.t 
one re at eff 


'DL ITCHESS- 


MBITION is ſo far from-bemg a-Vice"in Poets, 
'tis almoſt impoſlible for them < ſucceed- without it, . 
- muſt be rais'd by a deſire of Fame, to 8"des 
” \fire of Pleaſing : And-they whom-in all Ages Poets ha | 
endeavour'd moſt to pleaſe, have been the Beautiful and the 3 
23a Gard: Deity to which they facrifice, and Greatneſs'is their "7 
which protetts them. Both theſe are ſo eminently = 
joyn'd in the _—_— of Your Royal Highneſs, that is where not ea 3 
for any but a Poet, to deternfine which of thenvout-ſhinesthe cher! . 5 
But I confefs, . Madam, 1 am, already byais'd in m —_— £ Fatt W 
eaſily reſign to others the Praiſe of Your 1lluftrious Famil y, a4 thi 5 
Glory which. you derive from a long continued Race of Princes, 
famous for their Attions both in Peace and War+ 4 can giveypto | 
the Hiſtorians of Your Countrey, the Names of © many Generals 
and Heroes which croud their Annals; ard to our own; the'H ov 
of thoſe. which You are to produce for-the Britiſh Chronicle: Fein © 
yield, without envy, to the Natign of Poets, . the Fanifly'of Eſte, 
to. which Ariftetle and Taſſo have own'd their Patronige ;- and'to 
which the World has ow'd their Poems. But I couldnot, wirhout 
extream reluGtance, reſign the Theme of Your Beauty-to another 
Hand. Grve me leave, Madam, to acquairit'the World that: I by 
jealous/of this Subjett;, and let it be ro- Diſhonott®toYoiu,” aa. 
ter. having raig'd'the Admiration of Mankind, You have : 
one Man to give-it voice. But with whatiberer Vanity PE. new. "Lb 
Honopr of being Your Poet has fill'd my Mind, 1 confeſs my ſlFros. | _; 
weak- for #he Inſpiration; the Prieft was always tooey 5.t 
Ocpolns ; The within him was too mi gh y ot his Breaſt.” 
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compaſs ; 'Tis-only in Your Sex; *tas not fhar'd 


of Mankind ; Gor al) Men. are. equal in their Jud 


much Exceere Juſtice to it ſelf, in pl the moſt 


- Fidelity to | His Royal Brather, whole Love for His Country, whoſe 
' Conftancy to His Friends, whole Bounty to His Servants, _ x 


* our Souls, that-while You are in fight, we can neither look nor = 
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= - for Language ſeems too low a thing to expreſs Your Excellence ; 


| > >dord with che deepeſt Ferenc, tne of Sigks 'Ti 5 
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Supreme PerfeCtion is in You alone. And here, Madam, 
that I cannot flatter. . You have reconcil'd he ifferts 


of what is - 
eminently. beſt. The Prize of Beauty was diſputed only till You 
were ſeen ; but now al} Pretenders have withdrawn thei, Claims: 
There is no Competition but for the Second Place. Even, the 
faireſt of our Ifland (which is fam'd for Beauties) not daring to 
commit their Cauſe againſt You, to the Suffrage of thoſe who _ 
| 2p0ex 7 Tang them. Fortune has, indeed, but render'd 
Excellence, in ſetting it ſo > n___ View; or hin 


Workmanfſhip or Heaven, where it may be.admir'd by all Beholders, 
Had the Sun and Stars been ſeated lower, their Glory had not been 
Communicated to all at once z and the Creator had wanted fo much 
of his Praiſe, as he had made Your Condition more obſcure. But 
he has plac'd You ſo near a Crown, that You add a Luftre to it 
by Your-Beauty. You are joyn'd to 2*Prince who only could de- 

rve You ; whoſe Condutt, Courage, and Succeſs mm War, whoſe 


uſtice to Merit, whoſe Inviolable Truth, and whoſe Magnanim 
in al] His Attions, ſeems to have been rewarded by Heaven, by the 
Gift of You. You are never ſeen, but You are bleſt; and 1 am 
ſure You bleſs all thoſe who ſee You. We think not the Day-is long 
enough when we behold You: And You are ſo much the Bufineſs of 


think on any elſe. There are no Eyes for other Beauties: You only 
are preſent, and the reſt of Your Sex are but the unregarded Parts 
that. IN Your Triefph. Our Sight is ſo intent on the Objett of its. - : 


Admiration, that our Tongues have not leiſure even to praiſe You ; 


and our Souls are ſpeaking ſo much within, that they deſpiſe all i 
forexen Converſation. Every Man, even the dulleſt, is thinking 
more than the moſt Eloquent can teach him how to utter. - *Thus, 
Madam, in the midſt of Crowds, You reign in Solitude; and are 
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| that it makes up the Happineſs of their Lives. 
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hlefs for the time that it 
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Laws, Ign 

over the Hearts of a ſtubborn and freebornPeople, tanacious almoſt - 
to Madneſs of their Liberty. The and moſt Vittorious of 

our Ladies make daily Complaints of revolted Subjedts ; if they 

s nay be {aid to be revolted, whoſe Servitude is not accepted; for Your 
Royal Highneſs j too Great and too Juſt a Monarch, either to want 
or to receive the Homage of Rebellious Fugitives. Yet if ſome I 
few among the Multitude continue ſtedfaſt to the firſt Pretenfions, *3 
*tis an Obedience ſo lukewarm and languiſhing, that it merits not 7 
the Name of Paſſion: Their Addreſſes are ſo faint, and their Vows 

\ ſo hollow to their Sovereigns, that they wa ra PET > 
| Faith out of a Senſe of Honour: They are aſham'd todefift, and yet 

4 grow careleſstoobtain: Likedeſpazring Combatantsthey Ariveagatnſ 

You, as if op had beheld unveiPd the Magical Shield of Yout 

Ariofto,whith dazled the Beholders with too much Brightneſs; they 

| can no longer hold up their Arms, they have. read their Deſtiny 1 m 

E Your Eyes. 

Splende lo Scude, a guiſa di Piroyo ; 
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E Luce altra non & tanto lucente : 
Cader in terra a lo ſplendor fu 'd wopo, 
Con gli occhi abbacinati, e ſez.a mente. 


And yet, Madam, if I could find in my ſelf the Power to leave this 
Argument of Your. Incomparable Beauty, 1 might turn to one which 
would equally! s me with its Greatneſs. For Tour's | 
| Virtues have 
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"GIST © 4 raane, 
, the Majeſty of Your Ming dd- - 
hes, -and' turns their-Admiration +. 
ions are rais'd higher by You-in'the . 


+ which ſhines through it, finds it of a.Subſtance fo near wo 
—-. that ſhe'will be plead torpaſs an Age within-it, and to be'confin 
to ſuch a Palace. - | wr 76 0 $60 15, 3 he 2045 
- - know not how I am hurried back to my former Theme +1 ought 
and purpos'd to have- celebrated thoſe Endowments and Qualities 
of Your Mind, which were fufficient, even' without the Graces of 
'the-Perſon, to render You, as You are, the Ornament 'of the 1 
Court, and the Objett of Wonder to three Kingdoms. But all my | + 
Praiſes are but as 4 Bulk-ruſh caft upon a-Stream ; if they fink not, | 
tis becauſe they are barn'up by the firength of the Current, which 
Lupports their lightnes; but they are. carried. round again, and-re- 
"turn on the Eddy where they firſt began. 1 can proceed no farther 
than Your Beauty ; andeven on that too, 1 have faid ſo little, con- 
fidering' the Greatneſs of the Subjeft, that, like him who would 
 lodgea Bowl upon #Precipice, either my. Praiſe falls back, bythe 
8 Weakneſs of the-Delivery, or ſtays not on the Top, but rowls over, 
>. . and'3s: loſt on; the other fide. 4 intended this a:Dedication; 'but . 
= How canlconfider what belongs to!my ſelf, when T have been fo 
 -long'contemplating on You ! Be | yon then, Madam, to receive 
” this POE A, without intituling 10-much Excellency as Yours, to 
the Faults and Imperfe&ions ef ſo mean a Writer ; and inſtead of 
being favourable to the Piece, which merits nothing, forgive thePre- 
fumption of the Author; who is, with al] poſſible Veneration, 
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« his wſul Poet, if Male, ee 
| I bom pars ſs Nature d&:d for Plamneſs chuſe, ; 
looſe attire preſents her hnamble Thought 
oo beſt Poem, that you ever ' wrought. 8” 
This pea gem of your teeming Brain, © © © 


1 Hooray geo but not with Flatt ry ſta : 2 

+ hing 1 wou'd to your vaſt daft Prreme' ratſe, gots 

= FY pa, to dawb it Sith a ful joe ome Praiſe ; ' 
| bat wou'd-but blot the Work wou'd commend, | 


And ſhew a Court- Admirer, not a Friend. "1 
| To the dead Bard your Fame a little owes, __ 
For Milton dd he wealthy Maine 7 F $0 


wel PF 


And rudely caſt-wwhat 'you cou'd well diſpoſe. 

He roughly drew, -0n an old-faſhion'd 

A Chaos ;, fe for no perfect World was found, 5 ol 

Till thr the Hh, your nghty Genus + ſhin >; FS "A 

His was t fn v.54 which you refind. * © + 

He firſt beheld the Bute: ruſtic Mas 
|. Hind toa Place of Strength the Prize convey'd, 3 
| Tou took her thence, to Court this V1 gm brought, g - IM 
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7 Gods from 
hen Nipht's dull N Ea fb, RAe: 
a %y but here and there a Star, 


Which ſerves F Shadows to dt play, 
-Sptatrigrigs ng of the Day : 
But then Bright Robes the Meadows all adorn, 
| this Wir looks as it were newly born. | 
W e bis Myſtick Reaſon clear' 
The rye nets un 7h gry 5 
| Atl rage oo news Glory fit d, 
bout was mighty, all was muld. 
ore this Palace which TI Wit did build, 
hich various Fancy did ſo gaudy gud, 
A bes wad {id iches fill d, 
Muſe Mrſe ey fs may Cent 7 ſand, 
ng the reſt uard this Eden Land 
But there's no need, , pet thy Foes conſpire 
Thy Praiſe; and hating thee, thy Work adnare, 
On.then, O mughty'ſt of th inſpired Mas, 
j > As 0 Fe new Themes employ Tong ; 
The Troubles of Majeſt ck rey ey - 
Not David va Fo more to reach a = 
Praiſe Him, as Cowley did that Hebrew King, 
Thy Theme's as great, do thou as greatly ſing. 
thou may [t boldly to bis Favvnr riſe, 
Lovk down, and the baſe Serpent's Haſs Heſpiſe: 
From thund ring Envy ſafe m Lawyel fit, © 
While clam'rous Garg their Vile Heads ſubmit, . 
'Condenm'd if BAY at the Bar of Wit, 
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7» « Author $ WF "9 Heroick Po- 1 
705; ad Poetick Licence. 
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"ap 4 Reaſon, 3 [ publiſh as OPERA which was 
6. In the ff flace, I ſhall not be aſbam'd to own, That my 

| Gy was the Ambition which 1 acknowledg'd in the Epiſite 
? a the Feet of ſo Beautiful and Excellent a Prince(s- 
6-- confeſs, was unworthy Her ;, but which I hope She will 
Cre 5 t9. forgive. I'was alſo induc 4 to it in my own defente, * 
bundyed Copies of it being diſpers'd abroad, without ney pgs a : 


bv 


hh 


or Conſent ; o that every one gathering new Faults, it became at 


. Lak ap ainft me; and 1 ſaw, with ſome diſdain, me Nonſenſe than either 
'of 


as bad a Poet, could have cram'd into it, at a Month's warning; 

"in wheh'time, * twas wholly written, and not ſince revis'd. . After this, 1 
"Fannot, without Injury to the deceas'd Author of Paradiſe Loſt, but ac- 
"knowledes that ths POE M bas receiv'd its eritire Foundation, 
the Deſign, and many of the Ornaments from him. What [ hews. borrow'd . © 
"wilt be 7 eaſily diſcern'd from my mean Produftions, that I ſhall not need ® 
ro point the Reader to the Places : And, truly, 1 fbould be' ſorry, far my . 
« ow fake,” that any one ſhould take the pains to comparethem together, the - 
Original being undoubtedly one of the greateſt, moſt noble, and moſt ſublime 
POEMS, which either this Age or Nation hai produc'd. And the 

could not refuſe the Partiality oF my Friend, mho 1s pleas'd to commend 


mr.jin hisVerſes, I hope they vill rather be eftcem' the effett of his. Lowe 
fo me. than of bus deliberate nd ſober Fudgment. His Genius 4s able to 
make ben what he T4 es. ' Tet, as he has been, too ho theta to me,. 
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ns hh ii parts rhe which, is to obſerve er | L ; 
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- "a the little lapſes of a Pen, from: 
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'* #5 not equally awake in every Line : But be leaves is alſo 45.4 z 
Meaſure for our fudgments. Peek 2 bY 


XJ Aut humana parum cavit Natura=— 


*  Critick among the Greeks, in his twenty ſeventh Chapter 
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empied. Horace acknowledge; that boneſt Soamed 
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And Longinus, who was undoubtedly, after Ariſtotle, 


 judiciouſly prefer'd the ſublime Genius that ſometimes err, to the windli 
or indifferent one which makes few Faults, but ſeldom or never riſts to any. 
Excellence. He compares the firſt to a man of large P who þ 
mot leiſure ta conſider of every ſlight Experice, will not debaſe binaſelF to th 
management of every Trifle : Particular Sums are not laid out or [qua 
to the preateſt Advantage in his Oeconomy : But are ſometimes ſulfer d to 


run to waſte, while he ts only careful of the Main. On the otherſide, be © 
likens the Mediocriry of Wit, to one of a mean Fortune, who manages his 


' Store with extream frugality, or rather parſimony ; but who with fear of 


kind of Genius writes, indeed, correftly : A wary man he 1s in Grammer ; 

wery nice 4s to Soleciſm or Barbariſm, judges to a hair of little Decen- 

cies, knows better than anyrman what is not to be written, and never ha- 
zards himſelf ſo far as to fall ; but plods on deliberately, and as a grave 

Man ought, is fure to put his Staff before him : In ſhort, he ſets his Heart 

upon it, and with wonderful care makes his Buſineſs ſure, that is, in plain 

Engliſh, neither to be blam'd, nor prais'd—_— could, ſaith my- Author, 

find out ſome Blemiſhes in Homer 7, and am, perhaps, as naturally inclin'g - 
to be diſqueſted,at a Fault as another Mai. But after all, to ſpeak im- 

. partially, his Failings are ſuch, as are only Marks of human Frailty;, they 
ae little Miſtakes, or rather Negligence, whtch have eſcaf'd his Pen in 
"the fervour of his writing; the ſublimity of his Spirit carries it with me 
againſt his careleſntſs: And though Apollomus bis Argonauts, | and 
Fheocritus bis Eidullia, are more free ſrom Errors, there is not any Man 
of ſo falſe a Fudoament, who would chuſe rather to have been Apollonius 
or Theocritus, than Homer. F2 

"Tis worth our conſideration, a little to examine how much theſe Hyper- 
criticks of Englith Poetry, differ. from the Opinion of the Greek and Latin 
Fudges of Antiquity, fram the Italians and French who bnve. ſucceeded 
them”; and iad*ed;” from the general Taſte and. Approbation of. all | Ages. 


Heroick Poetry, which they contemn, has ever been eſteen#d, md ever. will | 


b*, the greateſt Work of Human Nature ; in that rank bas Ariſtotle 
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runiting into profuſeneſs, never arrives to the magnificence of living, _ This * 
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- © Attions it deſeriber, and what Perſons they are chiefly whom 3t informs, 
A will find 1t.4 Work which indeed fs full of difficulty in the attempt, "os 


as a. EL ITY 
"Scriptorem, maxime _ | 
mas Roms, Prenſte relegi ; | 
pulchrum, ; an turpe, quid-utile, quid non, 
X ac-melius Chryſippo & Crantore dicit. | +0 
| nd id dburher place, modeſtly excluding himſelf from. the member of A 
; ; Potts, | becauſe. be only -wrir Odes_ and Satyrs, he tells you 4 Poet s *} 
' ſack an tt," »———Cui mens Divinor atque os, | | 
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be Gere is as ef ablifd Trath, dherwiſe I caxtd 
mon ff the Moderns, all the Italian Commentators. on Ati- _ 
of Poerey, among ft the French, the' greateſt in this Age, | © 
Rapin 3 vbe latter of which is alone ſufficient, where alt — | 
| » #0 teach anew the Rules of Writing. . Man - ©* 
a of 


conſider the” Nature of an Epick Poem, how it aprees 
Portry in general, which is to inſtruft and to delight Fg 
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© admirable" when "tis well perform'd. I write not this with the leaſt in« 
Fention to undervalue the other” parts of Poetry ;, for Comedy i. both 
_ excellemly-inſftruftive, and extreamly pleaſant : - Satyr laſhes Vice in«= © 
to Reformation, and Humo:y repreſents Folly ſo as to-render it ridi=. -; 
calows. Many of our preſent Writers are eminent un both. theſe kinds > 
and particularly the Author of the Plam-Dealer, whom 1 am proud to "| 
call 'my Friend, has oblig'd all honeſt and virtuous Men, by one of the 
moſt bold, moſt general, and moſt uſeful 'Satyrs which has ever been - © © 
preſented on the Engliſh Theatre. I do not diſpute the preference of 
Tragedy; let every Man enjoy bis tafte \, but "tis unjuſt that they wha* 
have not the leaſt notion of Heroick writing,” ſhould therefore condemn - > 
the pleaſure which others receive from it, becauſe they cannot com- * © 
ehend it. Let them pleaſe their Appetites in eating what they like, - 
ut ler thems not force their Diſh on all the Table. They" who would 
combat general Authority with particular Opinion, mu eſtabliſh - 3 
rec -fan A Reta of under fanding beret than of ff of ”_ "4 
all the Flights of Heroick Poety to be concluded bombaſt, - unnatural, 3 
and meer madneſs, becauſe They are not affetted with their Excelten. 
cies , *Tis juſt as reaſonable as to conclude there is no Day, becauſe a blind * 3 
Man caxnot- diſtinguiſh of Light and Colours ; ought they not rather in > 
modeſty, to doubt of their own Judgments, when they think this or that. 
 Expreſſan in Homer, Virgil, Taflq, or Milton's Paradife, tobe coo far” 
ftrain'd, than poſitively to conclude, that "tis all Fuſtin and meer" Nay. 
\. Senſe? "Tis true, there are limits -to be Jet betwixt" the 'boldyeſs and - 
| of a Poet, | bug -he_niuſt underſtand thaſe liruts who'pretendigg 
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3 you may be heard : But thoſe Syrings of Human Nature\.ave 
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He may be an excellent Pleader i in the Chancery, whe 


_—_ Common. Pleas. But : wit pefees fer Be ppt 
” the boldeſt Conn; of Peetry, ' when they are ” OT 
x which wo delight "Þ> 4 


+ the Reader. 


ee ts pleagd the meſt. Learned, and the ff Fulitlas And 
\ be thought knowing, you muft firſt put the Fool: upon all Mankind--. 
you can enter more dzeply than they have done, into: the Cauſes: an 
Reſorts of that which moves Pleaſure in 4 Reader, the- Field «ut mY 


— 


eaſily diſcovered by _gvery ſuperficial Fudge : It requires... | 
as well as Poetry, to ſound the depth of all the Paſſions 7, wheat . Fw are.” 
* themſelves, and how they 3 are to: Ty provoked ; and in thw-Seience the.” 
beſt Poets have excelld. Ariſtotle. rais'd the Fabrick of his Poetry, 
from obſervations of thoſe things, *in which Euripides, Sophocles, and.  - 
- + Zſichylus pleas'd « He conſider d how they raisd. the Paſſions, and therice 
hat. drawn the Rules for our Imitation. From hence have ſprung the 
Topes f 21d- Figures, for which they wanted a. Name, who firſs p ralti'd 
| them and ſucceeded in them ; Thus I grant you, that the hare of 
| ature was the Original Rule, and that all Poets ought to ſtudy ber, as 
well 25 Ariſtotle and Horace, her Interpreters. But - then this alſo andes 


© niably follows, That thoſe things which delight all Ages, muſt have been 


"an Imitation of Nature ; which is alt I contend. + Therefore is Rhetorick 
made an Art ;, therefore the. Names of ſo many Tropes and Figures were 
Mmvented ;, becauſe it was obſerv'd they had ſuch and ſuch an effe upon 
the þ 6 BAY Therefore Catachreſes ard Hyperboles have found their 
place among ft them : 3 no that they are to be avoided, but to be ws'd judi- 
Cyonſty,- an plac'd in Poetry, as theightning and ſhadows are-in Paiiit« 


” ng, to mane the Figure bolder, and cauſed to Sara off to ſoght. 
Tf ——— Nec retia Cervis 


Ulh, dolum meditantur, ſays Virgil in his Eclogues. "And ſreak- 
"ting of Leander in his Georgicks, 
Cxca notte natat *ferus freta, quem ſuper, mgens 
-" Porta tonat Ceeli; & ſopulis 1a reclamant 
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| orms what is proper to.the Mouth.” 
will neither quote Lucan, nor $ 
but who ofttn wanted the Gay Fran 
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S——Griorque r #quor | JI : 
bs Jam medium; nec dum s latera ardua Des IAN 
F — ion of thuſplace, ditr admirable Cowley thug NIE 
> *TheValldy, now, this:Monſter ſeem'd to Ally : 
And we, methou ;lJodkd-up to him from our Hill. 
. Wikre the #wo Words: Seem'd and Methought, have molkfie the 
3. and*yert if they had' nor been there, the fright of the liraehtes 
! i Bows execs d'their belief of the Giants Stature. 
>K S the eighth of (he Eneids, Virgil paints the Swiftmeſs of Camalia 
SC t %* 
_—- linaftir” Tegetis per ſumma volaret-. » 
© 430 \Graming; nec" teneras curſu l=ſiflet ariftas ;* | | A» 
4, Vel- mare per-medium, fluftu ſuſpenia tumenti,. . 
+, *Petret iter, celeres nec tingeret zquore plantas. | 
Tou are not oblig'd,” as in Hiſtory, to a literal Belief of what the Poet T 
ſays *: » Bat you- are pleas'd with the Image, without being —__ by 3y 
| the Filtion:' wo 
6 : Tee even in Hiſtory, Longinus'quates Herodotus on rep occaſion of 
: Hyperboles. . The Lacedemonianrs, ſays he, at #he Strairsof Thermo» 
pyl=, defended themſelves to the laſt Extremity ; 5 and when their Arms 
faiFd them, fought it out with their Nails and Teeth ;, till at vength- (the 
Perſians ſhooting continually upon thtm) they lay” buried under« rhe” Ar» 
rows of th#ir Enemies: It is' not reaſonable” (Continues the Critick) ro 
believe that Men could defend themſelves with their Nails avd Teeth from 
an: armed multitude ;. nor that they lay buried under a Pile of Darts and 
Arrows : and yet there wants not probability for the Rigare« ; becauſe the 
Hyperbole ſeems not #0 have been made- for the ſake. of the Deſcription, 
| but rather t» have been produc'd from the occaſion. 
| "Tis true, the boldneſs of the Figures are to. be hidden ſornerimes by 
6 - the addreſs of the Port, that they may. work, their Eft: 'upon. the /ind,, 
without diſcovering the Art which cas d"it. ©: Andithereforerthey. are 
principally to be 14 in Paſſion ;, when we ſpeak more warmly, and with 
more precipit ation than at other times : Far then, Si vis'me flere, doten- 
dum eft primum ipfitibi ; rhe Poer muſt put'omrhe Paſs heendiavours 
© ra-repreſent. A: Man in ſuch an occaſion 1 108 cool enough yo: mm reafos + 
rightly, or-to talk calmly. Aggrovations are” then ig th av 
oy no Neri ard. diforder 
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extilledrand Author : Neither have Iroom to do it here”; only in qetiera 
I will ſay. That nothing cay appear "mote beautiful-10/ wity — 


Strength. of thoſe Images prog odors OS hs 7 
-' 1 Imaging. is, in it. /elf, the voy hth-and Me of Por iy 
Longiuas-deſcribes it, a Diſcowſe, which'-by a hind of Embuſcaſm, or 
extraordinary Emotion of the Soul, makes 'it ſetm to 16 that we behold. 


Thaſe- things which the Poet paints, ſo 44 to be pleas'd with'them, and 
to admire "em. . hq (0 
bh, which 4 


If Poetry be Imitation, that part of it 1ſt needs be 


in. Mr. Cowley's Orders ;, 1 acknowledge my ſelf unworthy #0 d:fend fo © : % 


fſerikgs moſt lively our Attions and Paſſions, eur Virtues *and- our Vices, 


our Follies and our Humaurs ;, for neither 1s Comedy without” its pare 
of Imaging ;, and they who do it beſt, are certainly the moſt "excellent. 
in their kind. This t too plainly prov'd to be denied. But how are Po- 
erical-Fiktions, bow-are Hippocentaurs and. Chimzra's,. or bow are An- 
gels and Immaterial Subſtances to be imag'd which, ſome of them, 
are things quite out of Nature ; wing. + whereof we can have no 
mation ? This us the p- refuge of our Adverſaries, and more thau 
any of them have yet had the wit to objett againſt ws. The Anſwer 
"65 eafie to the y pot of it. The Fidtion of ſome Beings which are not 
in Nature, ({ccend- Notions, as the Logicians call them) has been'faun- 


*% 


ded on the conjunttion- of two Natures, which have a real ſeparate Be» 


53ng7 So Hippocentaurs weye;imaged by. joyning the Natures of 'a Man * 


\and  Hokſe together, as Lueretius tells ws, who has uſed this word of 
-  dnuage oftner than any of the Poets. 


Nam certe ex viyo, Centauri non fit Imago, 

Nulla fultqueniam-talis naturd animal : | 

'« Verum ubi. equi atque hominis, cauſa convenit Imago, 
Hazreſcit facile extemplo, &c. 


The ſame reaſon may. alſobe alledged for Chimzr#'s andthe reſt, 
And Poets may' bt; allow'd-the like Liberty, for deſcribing things which 
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a 


really exiſt not, 5f ahey are founded" on popular Belief ;, Of this Nature © 


_ _ we Eairves, Pigmies, and the extraordinary Effetts of Magick: For "tis 
” ſhBan bancation, the" of other Mens;Fonries 5, and thus are Shake pear's 
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þ = ws, by deferding them Lie other Peingy more within vw Xnvw- 


7 could produce any one Example of exceiine Foy 
th £5 Prinp F cannot ; but that which comes ne 75 H\in 


Q I leave the 'Paſles of the Sky ; 
- all &foly'd'in Hallelujah's lie. 
* - T have heard (fays one of them) of - Anthoves difſul/d in Sauce, 


X Morn 'of an_Anget-in arg A mighty icifm'* (if you 


don 4 ntw Word) but © there is ſome- difference” betwben 4 
and a Oo He might have burleſq/ Virgil too, from 
'T rock rhe Image : Invaduyt Urbem, ſomno vinoque ltam. 


"AC ty; buied, , "is juft as proper on occaſion, as an Angel's being 


” bold in Eaſt, and Songs of Rerumph. | Mr. Cowley be 4s Ihew | 
| 200 in many Places : 


Where their vaft Courts the Mother Waters keep, oe. For if the 
Maſs of Waters be the Mothers, then their Daughters, the little Streams, 
are baund in all good manners, to make Curt'ſie to them, and ak them 
Bleſſing. ' How eaſie *ris to turn into ridicule the beſt Deſcriptions," when 
| «oo a Man's itt the bumour of Taugbing, till he wheezes "as bis von 
: ul Jeſt ' Btt" an Image which us ſtrongly" and: beautifully" ſet" before 
»4 "ebe Reader, will ftil-be Poerry when" the 'merry' Fit is pobr ; 
and the other is forgotten. 
ferry to. ſay ſomewhat of Poetick Licence, but king in 
anticipated my Diſcourſe already. Poetick Licence, I take to be the 
"'L Liberty which Poets have aſſum'd to themſelves” in all Ages," of ſpeak- 
, ing. things in Verſe, which are beyond ©the ſeverity. of Proſe." "The whas 
particular Chat atter, which diftinguſhts and fety "the "bonds bewixt 

Oratio foluta and Poetry. T "%; 45 to what regards the * or 
Tinagination" of a Poet, conſiſts- in Fiftion , but - then theſe F: 5 
muſt be expreſs'd ; and here ariſe two other branches of it-+ Pepe +his 
Licence 'be anclided 7 in a ſmgle word, it admit} ph if in oy 
rente. or Propoſition, of Figures: Both which are* A halen " 
fort; and *nhard forcibly to be us'd in Verſe me. For nw, : 
d  Birth-right which is deriv'd to us from” our v Whew vv 

| from Homer-down to Ben. And they mbo would dem it to 4, 
OY. In 1k barns, ws - _—_ G4 yep cannot reach it, 1 


3 T & 5.0 [> <. 


k Ed *4 


; #@ (Grecian, Peer 
nh bins Rowhi: Howl Tis-cundents, that be. Engl 
law the firifineſs ofitbe.lacter,, than tbe prom 
Ren of- Epithets, or the 'conjunttion of two Words in OE: " 
| quent and Aegwat inthe Greek, which yes. Sir Philp Sydney; ant the © 
3" » anfpators of Du Bartas,. have un{uckily attempted. in the E ngtiſh > 7 B's 
b & "Uhicg 1 [ confeſs. ts. u4t fu-roper\ au Inſtance: of \Pogtick Lic, _ nl 
| of variery of Idiom in Languages. SS 


Horace 4 little. Shae: Brief: ox this, Subjett-of Lopes Ot c 
in Verſes: _ 2. *3:%F 
Pittoribus atque. Pootis: Te OR IT | 
Quidlibet andendi ſemper funt zqua poteſtag 2, ;... 5... > os 
ed Uit 2 Sge&Cnoh), ut: placidis coeantmamiria,, non ut | ; 7 1 LS I 83 
oy W ROOM Awibus GEMINELy. Tygribus Heedi. = 


2 ccavich anorher. ' Hee xeftrain: it {ſo far, that thoughts of anu ur 
% NNE 2698 joy#'d together. That were indeed to make a ao X: 
19 -, 


tax'A vor: Homer, nor the. Divine Vargil, for intereſſi ng her 61 As.in.t 
nas of T roy auth\taly : Neither, bad he row liv/d, would be ham aud 
3 ilton, as our falſe Criticks have preſun? d to do, for his Choice, 
FP . ” pints of), 2 bug ſe, wodd have. bla d wy Author, PRE A 
0 nw ang bad be introduc'd into his Poem: (9 ye thag Deities, "as Tallo #s 
A C 'd. 
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State of INNOCENCE: 
AND 


FALL «MAN 
S 30 P E R A. 


WJ "The firſt Fene reins 4 Clies, or -4confus'd Maſs of Matter ; the © 

| Stag "Tr; almoft wholly" dar t. A Symphony of Warlike Muſick bs beard F 
for gf time ; then from the Heav'ns (which are open'd) {all the  *® 
rebelkous Angels, wheeling in the Air, and ſeeming trans fix” 4 with ©; 
T bunderbolts. The bottom of the Sears being open'd, receives the, i 
Angels, who fall out of ſight. Tunes of Viftory are plaid, and an 
Hymn ſung. Angels diſcovered abeye brandiſhing their Swords : ph - 0 
Muſick ceaſmg, and the Heavens being cloſed, the Scene ſhifts, and”? 
on 4 ſudden repreſents Hell. Part .of the Scene is @ Lake of Brim + 
ſtone, or rowling Fire ; the Earth of a burnt Colour. The fallen An- .* 
gels appear on the Lake, lying proſtrate , a Tune of Horrow and. b- 


Lamentation is heard. 


; ACT.L. SCENE I: --:-::- 
Lucifer raiſing. himſelf ou the Luke. mak SEM 
T this the Seat our Conquerout has giv'n? » 


Lucifer. 


- 


And\gisthe Climate we muſt womb aloe fof eden 
Theſe egions and theſe Realms m my Ware 
This mournful wn ofa Lofer ets; 
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2 the Vie _ Yecalfd ys far, ok 
Th ven ing ſtorms, his Minifters of —_— | 
Vis ſhafts are ſpent, and his tir'd Thunders ſleep, 
cf Nor longer bellow through the þpundleſs deep. 

\- Beſt take th occaſion, and theſe Waves forſake, Y 
While thme1sgivn- Ho, S. / | NO 

| thou are. wh But, ah! Feb w4) 0 bm,- 

= Companion of thy Arms! how wan ! how dim ! 

How faded all thy Glories are! Jſee 

Ss ſelf too well, and mine own Change in thee. 


- oF moday. Prince of the Thranes, who, -in the kelds of Light, 


forth'the imbattI'd Seraphins to fight, 
0 thook the Pow'r of Heay'ns eternal State, 

Had broke it too, if net upheld by Fate ; 
| But now thoſe hopes are fled : Thus low we lie, ? 
- Shut from this day, and that contended Skie ; - T 
x, And loſt, as far as heay'nly Fornis can die ; © 7 /abs-* 
'* Yet not all pefiſh'd, we defie him/fi)), 

- And yet wage War with aur unconquer'd Will. 

5 Lucifer. Strength may feturn. 
A me, Alreac ofthy Virtue I partake, 


Ly - Our Trox ps." like ſeatter'd leaves in Autumn, he 3 
- Firſt let us raiſSour ſelves, and ſeek the dry, 
\ Perhaps more eaſie dwelling. 
© Afm. ------From the Beach, 
Thy well-known voice, the fleeping Gods will reach, 
> And wake th” immortal Senfe, which Thunder's Noiſe 
2 + "Had _ 'd, and Lightuing deep had driv'n within 'em. 
be. Wings panded wide, our ſelves we'll rear. 
mtke dusky Air : 
rec ej ve, . \ 
mean Empire here. 


FIR [Both fly to + Land. 
ws:6 FA have prevail'd ;. if chat be gain 

bee, Which i is but chavige 6f place, not change of pain. 

-:Now ſuramon we the reſt. . 

6 Luci. Dominions, Pow'rs, ye Chieks of Heav'n's bright Hoſt, 

b, of Heaven'$; onceyolurs.z but now, in battle 8) =. 

4 TY A Fe BO your Shmbers ;- Are your:Beds of Down ? '| »- 

peer” fo efleithere ? Or tear the Frown 

” wh threw-you thenceg-dnd j ip to ee 

"SW 2 jolt Seate cone bb 2 <cn eg "I. 
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T And only for th' appointed S 57 + 
Lucif. .Riſe from the F! igher wing our way. 
Mol, From the Lake. Thine to CT our part *tis-to Obey. 
% [The reſt of the Nevils 4 
up, and fly tothe Land, | 


Lcif. So now we are our ſelves again, an Hoſt 
, Fit to tempt Fate, once more, for what we. loſt. 
T oerleap the Etherial Fence ; or if ſo high 
We cannot climb, to undermine his Skie, 
| And blow him up,. who, juſtly tules us now, | ..-" 
Becauſe more ſtrong : Should hehe forc'd 1 to bow, W 
EE The Right were ours again : 'Tis juſt tow Z 
SS - -. The higheſt place; tr attempt and-fail, is po 
4 Mol. Chang'd as we are, we're yet from Homage free ; ; 
We have, by Hel at leaſt gain'd Liberty : 
1 / That's worth our fall : Thus low tho' we are driv'n, 
Better to rule in Hell, than Terve in Heay'n. 
Lucif. There ſpoke. the. better half of Laſer. ' 4 
Aſm. *Tis fit in frequent Senate we confer, .-* 
And then determine how to Steer our courſe ; "+..." 
* To wage new War by Fraud,. or open Force. 
The Doom's now pait; Submiſſion were in Vault. 
Mol. And, were it not, ſuch baſenefs L diſdain. 
I would not ſtoop to purchaſe all above z: *.: . 
And ſhould contema a-pow'r whom. Pray'r cou'd. move, . 
As one unworthy-to haye conquer'd me. - | 
Beelzebub. Moloch, in that, all are reſoly'd like thee. | 
The means are unpropos'd ; but 'tis not fit 


Our dark Divan in publick view ſhould ſits Mn 1M 
Or what we plot againſt the Thunderer, . EE aut ors el 
ep Th' ignoble Crowd of Vulgar Devils hear. 2-0 a I 
IJ Lutif, A golden Palace let be rais'd on bigh$” > 4,027 
| To imitate ? No, to out ſhine the'Sky! $53 +: "> 7 
- -All Mines are ours, Gold above the reſt.; ty n : % : 
Let this be done, anf.quick as twas expreſt, . *h 
- LA Palace riſes, where ſit, as in'Council,, Lucifer, - | 
Aſmoday, Moloch, Belial, De and Sathane 7 


Moſt hi and mjghty Lordsy who beter fel -. 

' From Heav'n to riſe States-General of Hell; MD w- Ne 6 = 
Nor yet repent, tho” ruin'd and-undone, 5 ER OM 
Our'upper Provinces already. won, -- <=. "7 164 hn NR 
| Such | ride the by ae Sous ED IF -9- - 
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- Or means Pons to on the War. 
+ - Mol. My ſentence is for War ; that open too * 
> Unskilld in Stratagems, plain Force I know : 
© Treaties are vain to Loſers: Nor would we, 
* Should Heav'n grant Peace, \{ubmit to Soy'raignty. 
& Wecan no cautidn give, we will adore; 

> And he above is warn'd to truſt no more. 
| What then remains but Battle ? * 
-  Sathan. lagree a 
- With this brave Vote; and if in Hel! there be 
Ten more ſuch Spirits, Heay'n's our own again : 
= We venture nothing, and may all obtain. 
> Yet who can hope but,well, fince e'en Succeſs 
E . Makes Foes ſecure, and makes our danger leſs. 

&  Seraph and Cherub, careleſs of their Charge, 
* And wanton in full eaſe, now live at large, 

By poees leave the Paſſes of the Sky, 

- Andall diffgtv'd in Hallelujahs lie, 
” Mel. Grant that our hazardous Attempt prov'd vain ; 
> We feel the worſt, ſecur'd from greater pain : 
= Perhaps we may provoke the conqu'ring Foe pl 
*. To makes nothing; yetev'n then we know, , 

” "That not to be, 4s not to be in woe. 
: Belial. "That ktiowledge which as Spirits we obtain, 
Is to be valu'd inthe mid'ſ of Pain : 
-» Annihilation = to loſe Heav'n more : 
#. Wearenot quite exjl'd, where Thought can ſoar. - 
 - Then cefſe'from Arms; | 
"= TED himmot farther to purſue his Blow ; 
=. And be content to bear thoſe Pains we know. 
+ If what we had we could not keep, much leſs 
+ -, Can we regain what thoſe above poſſeſs. 
= Beelzb. Heav'nſleeps not; for one wink a Breach would be 
> Inthe full Circle of Eternity. . | 
- Long Pains, with uſe of bearing, are half eas'd ; 
; > Heav'n unprovok'd, at length may'be appeag'd. 
-. By. War we can't eſcape our wretched Lot; 
- "And may, perhaps, not warring, be forgot. 
*. Aſm. Could we repent, or did not Heav'n well know 
+ | Rebelhon once forgiv'in; would greater grow; 

wal ſhould, with Belial,. chuſe ignoble eafe : - 
& Bur neither would the Conquerour give Peace, 
Tor yet fo loſt iu this low State we are, | 
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, Another dares in danger farther 


What pay nl rant ch 
There is a Place, if ancient Pr i 
/And Fame of Heav'n not err, the bleſt abode 
Of ſome new Race, call'd Man, a De 


' Whom, near this time, th' Almi muſt create ; 


He fwore it, ſhook the Heav'ns, made it Fate. 
Lucif. 1 heard it ; through al Heav'n the rumour ran, 

And much they talk of this intended AMar-; 

Of Form Divine ; but leſs in Excellence 

Than we, endu'd with Reaſon lodg'd.in Senfe : 

The Soul pure Fire, like ours of equal force ; 

But pent in Fleſh, muſt iſſue by Diſcourſe. 
We ee what isz to Man Truth'/muſt be brought 

By Senſe, and drawn by a long Chain of Thought ; 


' By that faint Light to will and underſtand ; 


For made leſs know1i ng, he's at more command. 
Aſm. Tho” Heav'n be ſhut, that World, if it be made 
As neareſt Heay'n, lies open to invade : 
Man therefore muſt be known, his Strength, his State, 
And by what Tenure he holds all of Fate. 
Him let us then ſeduce, or overthrow : 
"The firſt is eaſieſt ; and makes Heav'n his Foe. 
Adviſe, if this attempt be worth our care. 
+ Belial. Great is th* Advantage, great the Hazards are. 
Some one' (but who that task dares undertake ?) 
Of this new Creature muſt diſcoy'ry make.  . 
Hell's Brazen Gates he firſt muſt break, then far 


_ -Muſt wander through old night, and through the W ar. 


Of antique Chaos, and when theſe are paſt, 
Meet Heav'n's out-guards, who {cout upon the waſte : 
At every Station muſt be bid to ſtand, : 
And forc'd to anſwer every ſtrift demand. © 

Aol. This glorious Enterprize——— * " '  * [ Rifong ups 

Lucif. — — Raſh Angel, ſtay; 

[Riſing and Laying his Sceptre on Noloth' $ mr? 

That Palm is mine, whichnone ſhall take away. . 
Hot Braves, like thee, may fight ; but know not wel! 


.'To manage this, . the laſt great Stake of Hell. 


Why am I rank'd in State above the reft, 
If, whale I ſtagd of Sovergign Power polleſt, 


er 
Kings are not made for eaſe, ed +3 Pageant Show. 


"A Who would be Conopone muſty venture ali. | | ona RS. 4 
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| Lacif. On this Fo nd ion I ereC my.” arone :. ©, S Jo 
Through Brazen Gates, vaſt Chaos, and old Night, . xt 
I'll force my way ; and upwards fteer my Flight: *T 
Diſcover this new World, and newer Man ; \ 
Make him my Foot-ſtep to mount Heav'n again : 
Then, -in the Clemency of upward Air, 
We'll ſcour our ſpots,” and the dire Thunders ſear, 
With all the Remnants of th*unlucky War; - | 
And once again grow bright, and once again grow fair. 
___ Aſn. Mean time the Youth of Hell trift guard may keep, 
And ſet their Centriesto the utmoſt deep. . 
That no Etherial Paraſite may come 
To ſpie-our 11ls, and tell glad Tales at home. 
, Lucif. Before you" Brimſtone-Lake thrice ebb and flow, 
(Alas that we muſt meaſure Time by Woe !) "7 A - 
I ſhall return ; (my mind preſages well) -_ . 
And outward lead the Colonies of Hell. - | 
Your care I much approve ; what time remains, G 
With Sports and Muſick, in-the Vales and Fields, | 
And whate're Joy ſo ſad #Climate yields, © 
SEK to forget at leaſt divert your pains. $06 x 


OP 


Betwixt the. firſt Aft, and the ſecond, while the: Chiefs ſit in the P4- 
lace, may by expreſſed the Sports of the Devils; as Flights and Dan- 
cing in Croteſque "Figures ;, and a Song expreſſing the Change of their 
Condition ;, what they enjoy'd before ;, and how they felt bravelyin Bat- | 
tle, having deſerved Vitbory by their valour'; and what they would þ 
have done, if they had Conquer'd. | — 


, ACT IL SCENEL + | 
A Champam Countrey. Seal | 


Adam, as newly created, -laid on a Bed of Moſs and Flowers, . © | 
by a Rock. UT 134 3M 
[ Riſeng. 
Adam. Hat am 1? Or from whence ?: For that I am, SY 
| I know, becauſe I think ;- but whence 1 came, ' «+, 


Cr how this frame of mine began to be, | 
What other Being can diſcloſe to me ? ; 
Lmove, I ſee, Lipeak, 'diſcourſe and know ; 
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NT ay Spring of Being Tadore. EE: 


How full of Ornament is all I view, 


In all its Parts! And ſeems as beautiful as new : 


O. goodly order'd Work ! O Pow'r Divine, 
0 hes | can" and what I am 18 thine !' 


[Raphael deſcends to Adam in & Cloud. 


Ra. Firſt of Mankind, made ore the World to reign, 

Whoſe fraittul Loins an unborn kind contain, ' * * - 

Well haſt thou reaſon'd; of himſelf is none 

But that Erernal Irifiice, and One, 

Who never did begin; whone'er can end 

On him all beings, as their ſource, depend. 

We firſt, who of his Image moſt partake, 

Whom he all Spirit Immiottal pure did make : 

Man next ; whoſe Race exalted, muſt ſupply 

The Place of thoſe, who, falling, loſt the Sky. 
Adam. Bright Miniſter of Heay'n, ſent here below 

To me, who but begin to think and know ; fa 

If ſuch could fall Com bliſs, who knew and ſaw, 

By near Admiſſion, their Creator's Law ; - 

What hopes have I, from Heav'n remote ſo far, 

To keep thoſe Laws, unknowing when I err ? 


Ra. Right Reaſon's Laws to every human heart @ 


TY Eternal, as his Image, will impart : 
This teaches to adore Heav'n's Ma jeſty : 
In Pray'r and Praiſe does all Devotion he : 
So doing, thou and all thy Race are bleſt. 
Adam. Ofevery creeping thing, of Bird and Beaſt, 


- 1 fee the Kinds; in Pairs diſtinE they go : 


The Males their Loves, their Lovers Females know, 
Thou nam'dft a Race which muſt proceed from me, 
Yet my whole ſpecies in my ſelf fee : 

A barren Sex, and ſingle, ofno uſe ; 


- But full of Forms, which I can ne'er produce. 


Ra. Think not the Pow'r who made thee thus can find 
No way, like their's, to propapate thy Kind. 


Mean time, live happy in thy {elt alone ; 
Like him, who, ſingle, fills th* Etherial Throne #. 
"To ſtudy Nature will thy time employ : | ut 

_ Knowledge and Innocence are perfett joy 


Adan. It Solitude were beſt, th' ALwiſe above 
Had made no Creature for himſelf to love, | 
I add @t to the Pow'r he had before; ante "och; 
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"But ot pri wi gi Barth with Man. | 
Ra. As Men and Angels to the Deity, | 
| Soall Inferiour Creatures are to thee. 
. Heav'n's greatneſs no Society can bear ; | 
' Servants he made, and thoſe thou want not here. | | | 
Adam. Why did He Reaſon in my Soul implant, | 
And Speech, th' effe& of Reaſon ? To the Mute | 
My Speech is loſt ? My Reaſon to the Brute. a 
% Love and Society more Bleflings bring | 1 
=> To them, the Slaves, than Power to me their King. : 
WM Ra. Thus far to try thee ; but, to Heaven, "twas known,” 15 
- It was not beſt for Man to be alone ; ; 
"An equa}, yet thy Subjett, is deſign'd 
For thy ſoft Hours, and to unbend thy Mind. | 
Thy fromger Soul ſhall her weak Reaſon ſway ; | .*'.. _ 
And thou, through Love, her Beauty ſhalt obey : | 
Thou ſhalt ſecare her helpleſs Sex fm harms ; 
And ſhe thy Cares ſhall feeten with her Charms. | | 
Adam. What more can'Heay'n beſtow, or-Man require ? . 
Ra. Yes; Hecan give beyorid:thy own defire, -._ 
| A manſion 18 provided thee, more fair me | 
uh - Than this, and worthy Heavens peculiar Care : 
A Not framid of common Earth, nor Fruits, nor Flowers 
if Of Vulgar Growth ; but like Celeſtial Bowers : 
M4 The Sorl Juxuriant, and the Fruit Divine ; 8 


Where golden Apples'vn green Branches ſhine, 
And Purple Grapes diffolve into-immortal Wine. 
_. For Noon-days heat are cloſer Arbours made ; 
Ko And for freſh Ev'ning Air, the op'ner glade. ' | 
Aſcend :- And, as we go, | 
More wonders thou ſhalt know. 

Adam. And, as we go, let Earth and Heav'n above 
Sound c our great Maker's Pow'r, and greater Love. i= 


[They aſcend 10 ſoft —_— and 4 Song i is ſung. XL 


T he Scene changes : ; and vepreſents above, a Suu Glorieuſly riſing, and 
moving orbicularly : At a diſtance, bilow, is the Moon; the part. i 
next the Sun enli; lighaned, the other dark. A black Cloud comes whitling 
from. the adverſe part of 'the Heavens, bearing Lucifer 5 init ; at has 
nearer approach, the Body of the Sun is dark'ned. * 


Lucif. Am 1 become ſo monſtrous ? $0 disfigur'd, ge | 
Dr look we in the Face 2-86 ds agus | oF 
Or look we in the ee 2 Bu ds agaſt 3... wy ES. 
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Thoſe envy'd Skies again, which 1 have loſt. 


Ce. 


. Thy Favour, and high Office, make thee known : | 1.3 
- An humble Cherub 1, andof lefs Note, _ 


of Thence, to. 


#*234.4 


gahe too far to ſtop, - I 
on my dire Revenge, . mn ruin | . 
Fran Frame, and Man may up-ftart Rival; - __ 441, 
In ſcorn of me created. Down my Pride, "2 
And all my fwelling thoughts ; 1 muſt forget, > © oi 
A while, 1 am a Devil, and put on 

A ſmooth, ſubmiſſive Fate ; FG 1, in vain | 
Have paſt "through Night and Chaos, to diſcover 


But ſtay ; "he off, I ſee a Chariot driy'n, _— 
Flaming with Ag and in it Uriel, + OD 
One oft the Seven ; (I know his hated Face) _ 
Who ftands in preſence of th' Eternal Throne, \. — 
And'ſeems the Regent of that glorious Light. | 


From that part of the Heavens, where the Sun appears, @ Chariotis © 5 

_—_— drawn with White Horſes, and in it Uriel, the Regent, _ = 

the Sin. The Chariot moves ſwiftly rowardLuciter ; : and t 
Uriel's approach, the Sun recovers bis Light. 


—_— 


Ur3el. Spirit, who art thou ? And'Trom whence ariv'd ? 
(For I remember not thy Face in Heav'n) 
Or by Command, or hither led by Choice ; =, of 
Or wander'ſ thou within this lucid Orb, | _ 
And ftray'd from thoſe fair Fields of ſight above, <A 
Amidſt this new Creation want'ſt a Guide, . " 
To recondutt thy Steps ? - 

Lueif. Bright Uriel, 
Chief ofthe Seven, thou flamin Miniſter, 4 " 
Who guard'ft this new-created Orb of Light, oy Ih 
(The World's Eye that, and thou the Eye of it) o 


Yet, bold, by thy Permiſſion, hither come, 
On high Diſcoveries bent. 

Ureel. ——Speak thy deſign. 

Lacif. Urg'd by R Renown of what I heard above, 
Divulg'd by | av & neareſt Heav'n's high King, BEIT t J 
Concerning this new World, 1 came to view | 7: +0 
(if worthy ſach a Favour) and-admire oe 
Thetee, to mer wond og Fellows he _ 
z Fellows th h 
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EF Url. Thy buſinels is tat. what de UE AN 13 
© . Nor thou, thy ſelf, unwelcome ; | 


”. _ Below yon ? Sphere, (of matter not'un 
; There hangs the Ball of = and Wie wy 
Seif:center'd, 'an#uinmoy'd 
Jill mn — —But where dwells Man ? 
Uriel. On yonder mount ; thou feeft it fenc'd with Rocks, 
And round th? Aſcent a Theatre bf Trees, 
A Sylvan Scene, which rifing by degrees, 
Lifts up the Eye betow, nor,gluts the Sight 
With one full proſpett, but invites by man 
To view at laſt the whole : There his abode; 
Thither dirett thy Flight. 
LtCiſ.————————O bleft be thou, 
Who, to my low Conyerſe, has lefit thy. Ear, 
_ And favour'd my requeſt : Hail, aid farewel. 


CElies downwards out of fight. 


* Uriel. Not unobſerv'd chou zo'ſt, whoe'er thou art ; 
Whether ſoine Spirit, on holy Purpoſe ben 
Or ite falfh Atzel, from below broke oe, 
Who com'ſt with envious Eyes, and curft lntent, 
To view this World, and its created Lord : 
Here will I watch, and while m my Orb Towle On, 
Purſue from hence thy much ſu 


£7 - And, ifdiſguis'd, pierce throu te Yer of Light. 


The Chariot drives, forward out off TR: 


T bs Scene Parad iſe. 


Trees cut out on each ſite with ſeveral Fruits upon them : A Fount ain; 


. tn the midſt: Ar the far end, the Proſpeft terminates in Walks 


Adam. If this be dreaming, let me never Sid; : 
But ſtill the Joys of that ſweet Sleep partake, 
Methought but why do I my bliſs delay 
By Fea, what I th ? Fair Viſion, ſlay' ; 


*+ Towhom1 yield my boaſted Sov'raignty,, . 


, 


Mybocter f alf, thou ſo r, part of me, iS | 
y LExit. 


1 ſeek my felt, and find not, wanting thee.” 


cons © > Eve. ho 
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-, As advance, ſo that adyances too, 


. By ſeeming kindneſs, mixt with deep Deceis. 


And love their Maker's Image in thy Face. 
- So graceful, ſo Majeſtick does appear :) 
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Beaſts, with up-caſt Eyes, forl 
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ſomewhat which they wiſh to be, 
And cannot : I my fſelfam proud of me. | 3 
What's here er Firmament below, [Looks snto a Fountain, \ 
Spread wide, and other Trees that downward grow ; 
And now a Face peeps-up, and now draws near, | | 
With ſmiling Looks, as pleas'd to ſee me here. 


And ſeems to imitate whate'er I do : 

When 1 begin to ſpeak, the Lips it moves 
Streams down the Voice, as it would fay it loyes. It 
Yet. when I would embrace, it will not ſtay : [|Seps down to embrace. 
Loſt, e're'tis held ; when'neareſt, far away. | 
Ah ! Fair, yet falſe; Ah! Being form'd to cheat, 


= 


Enter Adam. 


Adam. O Virgin! Heav'n begat, and born of Man; 
Thou faireft of thy great Creator's Works ; 
Thee, Goddeſs, thee th'Eternal did ordain 
His ſofter ſubſtitute on Earth to Reign : 
And whereſoe'er thy happy. Foot-ſteps tread, 
Nature in Triumph after = iS led: 
Angels with pleature view thy matchleſs Grace, 


Eve. O! only like my ſelf, (for nothing here 


Art thou the Form my longing Eyes did lee, 

Loos'd from thy-Fountain and come out to me ? 

Yet, ſure thou art not ; nor thy Face the ſame ; 

Nor thy Limbs moulded in fo ſoit a frame : 

Thou look'ſ more ſternly, doſt more ſtrongly move 
And of Awe thou bear'ſt, and leſs of Love. 

Yet pleas'd | hear thee, and above the reſt, 

I, next my ſelf, admire, and love thee beſt. : 
. Adam. Made to command, thus freely I obey,,, 


And at thy Feet the whole Creation lay. at Wee, 
= that Love thy Beauty does beget . 5g SE SETTLES 


at more I ſhall defire, 1.know not yet. _ EPR 
Firſtlet us lock'd in thoſe Embraces be 3 pes 
Thence I, perhaps, may teach my felt and thee, 
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Me 
be of Guile” ve. 
eſt "Eborking I not why, 
ribs Ou long ould beg, I1 ong deny. y 
Adam. "mn vain ! my Right to che! is ſfeaPd above ; 


Look round, and ſee where thou canſt place thy Love: 


b-. All Creatures elſe are much unworthy Thee ; 


They match'd, and thou alone art left for Me. 
4 _ to Love, we both were made in vain : 
new Empire would refine again 3 
is. with my dumb Slaves, my nobler Mind, 

Wh void of Reaſon, more of Pleafure find. > 
Methinks, for me they beg : each filently SITES 
Demands thy Grace, and ſeems to watch thine Eye, 

Eve. I wel] foreſee, whene'er thy Suit I grant, 

That I my muck-lov'd Sovereignty ſhal) want : 
Or like my ſelf ſome otheemay be made, 


eoand her new Beauty may thy Heart invade. 


Adam. Cou'd Heavn ſome greater Maſter-piece deviſe, 
Set out with all the Glories of the Skies, 
That Beauty-yet in vain he ſhould decree, 
_ Unleſs he made another Heart for me. : 
Eve. With how much eaſe I, whom I love, believe ! 
Þ ng my ſelf, my want of Worth 1 grieve. | 
Here, m y.inviolable Faith 1 plight, 


_ So, Thou be my Defence, I thy Delight. [Exeunt, he leading ber. 
ACT. III. 
SCENE I Paradiſe. 
Luci- Air Place ! yet what is this to Heav'n, where 1 
29 Satenext, fo almoſt equall'd the Moſt High ; 
I doubted, meaſuring both, who was more firong : 


Scarce thought 1 was created ; vain deſire 

Of Empire, in Thooghts' ſtil) ſhot me higher, 
To mount Andes & facred Head : Ah why, 
*Vben he fo kind, was ſo ungrateful 1? 

He bounteouſly beſtow'd anenvy'd Good ' 


Then, willing to forget time fince fo long, : 


-- Oni me; in arbitrary Grace t Rood : 
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As He, who knows my Hatred 
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n itn _— ib to event ” 
to relenf, | 
pf Pow'r once queſtion'd : Hope, farewel ; 
' And with Hope, Fear ; no Depth below my Hell 
- Can arprogar d: Then, II, be thowmy Good; 
And vaſt Deftruftion, be my Envy's Food. 
Thus1, with Heav'n, divided Empire gain; 
Seducing Man, I make his Projett vain, 
- And in one Hour deſtroy his Six Days Pain. 
They come again ; 1 muſt retire. 


LYVW 


; Enter Adam and Eve. 


Adam. Thus ſhall we live in perfe&t Bliſs, and ſee, . 
Deathleſs our Selves, our num'rous Progeny. 
Thon young and beautious, my Deſiresto bleſs ; 
I, fill defiring, what | till poſſebs. _ 
+ Eve. Heav'n, from whence. Love (our greateſt Bleſſing) came, 
Can give no more, but ſtill to be the ſame. 
Thou more of Pleaſure may'ft with me partake ; 
I, more of Pride, becauſe thy Bliſs 1 make. 
Adam. When to my Arms thou brought'ſ thy Virgm-Love 
Fare Angels ſung our Bridal Hymn above : 
TH Eternal nodding ſhook the Firmament, 
And conſcious Nature gave her glad Conſent. 
Roſes unbud, and ev'ry fragrant Flow'r, 
Flew from their Stalks, to ſtrow thy Nuptial Bow'r : 
The furr'd and feather'd Kind, the Triumph did purſue, | 
And Fiſhes leapt above the Streams, the paſling Pomp to view. 
Eve. When your kind Eyes look'd languiſhing on mine, 
And wreathing Arms did ſoft Embraces join, 
A doubtful trembling ſeizd me firſt all o'er ; 
Then, Wiſhes; and a Warmth, unknown before : 
What follow'd, was all Ecſtaſie and Trance; 
Immortal Pleaſures round my ſwimming Eyes did dance, 
And Speechleſs Joys, in whoſe ſweet Tumult toſt, 
I thought my Breath, and my. new Being loſt. 
Lucif. O Death to hear ! and a worfe Hell on Earth: [Aſides 
What mad Profuſion on this Cold-born Birth ! 
Abyſs of Joys, as it Heav'n meant to ſhew 
What in baſe Matters, ſuch a Hand could do : 
- Or was his Virtue ſpent, and he no more 
- With Angels could ſupply th* exhauſted Store, | 
- Of which 1 ſvept the Sky ?—— }. To! . 
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Without our Care, behold th unlabour'd Ground, - 

Bounteous of Fruit; above qur ſhady Bow'rs 
The creeping Je/#minthruſts her fragrant Flow'rs, ; 

The Myrtle, Orange, "and the bluſhing Roſe _ 
With bending Heaps ſo nightheir Blooms diſcloſe, | C 
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Each ſeems too ſmel] the Flavour which the,pther blows : 
By theſe the Peach, the Guava, and the Pine, 
And creeping *twixt 'em all, the mantling Vine, 
Does round their Trunks her purple Cluſterstwine. 
| Adam. All theſe are ours, all Nature's Excellence, 
hoſe taſte-and ſmel] can bleſs the feaſted Senſe : 
only Fruit, in the mid-Garden plac'd; 
The Tree of Knowledge, is deriy'd our Taſte ; 
(Our Proof of Duty to our Maker's Will:) . 
Of Diſobedience Death's the threatned 111. - 
Eve. Death is ſome harm, which tho' we know not, yet, 
Since threatned, we muſt needs imagine great ; 
And fure he merits it, who diſobeys 
That one Command, and one of to much eaſe. 
Lucif. Muſt they then die, it they attempt to know, . 
He ſees they would tebel, and keeps them low 
On this Foundation I their Ruin lay ; | 
Hope to know more, ſhall tempt to diſobey. 
I fell by this, and fince their Strength is leſs, 
Why ſhould not equal Means give like Succeſs ? 
Adam. Come, my fair Love, our Morning Task we loſe ; 
Some Labour, ev'n the eaſieſt Life would chuſe : 
Ours is not great ; The dangling Boughs to creep, 
Whoſe too luxuriant Growth our Alloys ſtop, - 
And choak the Paths : This Qur Delight requires, 
And Heav'n no more of daily Work deſires. 
Eve. With thee to live is Paradite alone ; 
Without the Pleaſure of thy _—_ none. 
I fear ſmal] progreſs will be made this day, 
So'much our Kifles will our Task delay. [Exeunt. 
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| My Birthright Skies! Live happy-while you may,” |S 1 
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- © Gabriel and Ithuriel deſcend, carried on bright Clouds ;, and , 
= flying croſs eachother, then light on the Ground. * 


Gabriel. Ithuriel, fince we two commiſſion'd are 
From Heay'n the Guardians of the new made Pair, 
Each mind his Charge ; for, ſee, the Night draws on, 
any riſing Miſts purſue the ſetting Sun. ' | 
- Tthuriel. Bleſt is our Lot to ſerve; our Task we know : 
To watch, leſt any from th* Abyſs below 
Br6ke looſe; diſturb their Sleep with Dreams ; or worſe, 
Afault their Beings with ſuperior Force. | 
: [Uriel flies down from the Subt 

- Uriel. Gabriel, if now the Watch be ſet, prepare, 

With ſtriteft Guard, to ſhow thy utmoſt Cire. 
- This Morning came a Spirit, fair he ſeem'd, 

Whom; by his Face, I ſome young Cherub deem'd 
- Of Man he much enquir'd, 'and where his Place, 

With ſhews of Zeal to praiſe his Maker's Grace 

But I, with watchful Eyes, obſery'd his Flight, 

And faw him on yon” ſteepy Mount alight ; 

There, as he theught, unſeen, he laid aſide 
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To leave the Partner of my. Bed behind. - | 

I tove the Wretch : But tay, {hall 1 afford... - a7 

> Him part? already he's too.much.my Lord-: | "7's 

FT. "Tis in my Pow'r to be.a Sovereign now, > 5 

And, knowing more, to make his Manhood bow. | 
Empire i is ſweet ; but how if Heav'n/has ſpy'd ? — 
If 1 thould die, and he above. provide 
Some other Eve, and place hec in my ſtead,: 
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